


JOHN LaFARGE Racism 
“and Social Unity 





- 


@ 
JACQUES MARITAIN' RACISM 


The Modern Menace | 


_ 
MONSIGNOR RUFFINI Racism 


, Calumnies Condemned | 


f:<> a 





err 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRACY | 
PLEDGES LIBERTIES | 





$1.00 a year Issued Fortnightly 5¢ a cop) 
53 Park Place The America Press New York | 





























We are overstocked 


Reduced Prices on the following titles. 


Reduced prices will prevail 
on BOO KS until the supply is exhausted. 


CATHOLIC CULTURE IN ALABAMA........Was $5.00. .Now $2.50 
By Micuaet J. Kenny 
“As gripping a chapter of early American History as can anywhere be found. 


This book has a sweeping, rushing quality. . .. Its tales of Confederate Chaplains 
would alone win its right to be read.’—New York Sun. 
THE LIFE OF WALTER DRUM, S.J. ......... Was $3.00. .Now $2.00 


By JoserH GORAYEB 
“In this beautiful volume, published with all the taste we expect now as a matter 
of course almost from the America Press, we have a es of a great —, of 
Christ, a real captain of Christian ‘shock troopers.’ . . . His biographer has handled 
his rich material skilfully, and given us a book as interesting as any novel.”—New 
Zealand Tablet. 


THE JESUITS IN MODERN TIMES.......... Wes $1.50. .Now $1.00 
By Joun LAFarcEe 
‘Father LaFarge has written one of the best short works on the religious life that 
we have read for a long time. It is not of value for the Jesuit ‘angle’ (or should 
we say ‘slant’) only, nor, though primarily written for that country, meant to be 
confined to the United States. The chapters on spiritual freedom and on obedience 
are particularly good.’’—Caldey Notes. 


RICHARD HENRY TIERNEY...............Was $1.50. .Now $1.00 
By Francis X. TALBOT 

“This very interesting biography of Father Richard Tierney, S.J., by a fellow 

noes of his Sour might well bear the sub-title ‘The Story of an Enlightened 

Mind . This biography should spur on to the tardy recognition and help to 

do justice to one whose services to Church and country were both timely and tell- 


ing.’’—Sign. 
WOR TP OD WU o wcontnanercvccecese Wes $.50..Now $.30 
By Witrriw Parsons (Paper cover.) 


This book deals with the historic settlement between the Vatican and Italy. It 
treats the subject from an historical and doctrinal standpoint. It is authoritative; it 
is comprehensive, it is succinct; it is clear. 


CATHOLIC BEGINNINGS IN MARYLAND......Was $.25..Now $.15 
By Grtpert J. GARRAGHAN (Paper cover.) 


A_ masterly analysis and presentation of a difficult bit of a by one a 
America’s outstanding Catholic historians, reprinted from Thought for June 


September, 1934. 
——@——. 


You may obtain these books at the nearest bookstore. 
—_—p——_ 


THE AMERICA PRESS :: 53 Park Place : 


ee 


New York 











THE CATHOLIC MIND, January 8, 1939. Volume XXXVII, No. 865. Published semi- 
monthly by The America Press, 53 Park Place, New York. Subscription postpaid, 
United States, 5 cents a copy; yearly, “C .00; foreign, st. 25. Entered as second-class matter, 
October 22, 1914, at the Post ce at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 4, 1879. 
rg oe for mailing at special rates of postage provided for in Section 1103, Act of October 

, 1917, authorized on June 29, 1913. Trade-mark “Catholic Mind,” Reg. U. S. Pat. Of. 











ee ae Se 


> -- oom. a i, ae ee 


il 
ted. 
2.50 


slains 
2.00 


natter 
er of 
ndled 
—-New 


1.00 


. that 
should 
to be 
jience 


1.00 


fellow 
itened 
Ip to 
| tell- 


$.30 
over.) 


> we 
ve; it 


$.15 
over.) 


ne of 
> and 


THE CATHOLIC MIND 





VoL. XXXVII JANUARY 8, 1939 No. 865 








Racism and Social Unity 
JOHN LAF arcE, S.J. 


INE countries which I traversed between the first 

of May and the first of October, 1938, presented 
to my mind two distinct Europes, neither of which 
can be understood without the other. One was the 
outward Europe: the land, the peoples, the institu- 
tions and governments as we see them and know 
them. The other was the inward Europe: the world 
of sentiments, beliefs and purposes, without which 
the outward show has little meaning. 

The principal impression that the American de- 
rives from the outward Europe is the plague of na- 
tionalistic division, as opposed to the natural unity 
of the European lands, to the natural cooperation one 
would expect from those many nations and peoples 
living side by side, sharing such a unified civilization, 
bound together by so many practical interests. You 
pass, for instance, from one central European coun- 
try to another across a narrow river. What actual 
objective difference exists between the peasants on the 
one side of that modest stream and those who dwell 
and do their Monday’s washing on the other? Their 
ways and habits, their costumes, their habitations, 
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their economic and agricultural life, even their reli- 
gion and frequently their language is the same. Yet 
in an instant all is reversed. Black on one side of the 
river is white when you have crossed the border. 
Virtue is now vice and vice virtue; loyalties are trans- 
formed: not just for one government as compared 
with another, but a whole scale of loyalties, a com- 
plete set of patriotic motives, woven into the texture 
of growing life: educational ideals, life philosophies. 
From whom and by whom? Not by the people them- 
selves; not even by some wise and paternal mon- 
archs, but by some obscure treaty-makers considering 
remote spheres of interest and world expansion that 
mean no more of themselves to these humble folk than 
do our Western dust storms to an East Side tenement 
dweller. 

Apart from sacred relics, no object that I held in 
my hand on this trip left a more vivid impression 
than did a little printed form, filled out and properly 
stamped by the frontier guards of a certain border 
station in Central Europe. It was a bill sent to a 
young man by the frontier officials of the government 
into which his particular national or racial group had 
been incorporated; a bill for the expenditure of pow- 
der and shot employed by the guards in shooting his 
father, a poor farmer whose property happened to lie 
on either side of the frontier, and who for one single 
time in hundreds had forgotten to bring with him his 
pass, as he crossed the line to look after his daily 
chores. That bill, paid and duly receipted, symbolized 
for me the whole world of ineffably hateful social dis- 
unity and disaggregation with which the world to- 
day pays the price for forgetting its Creator. 

Looking to the interior world, the inward Europe, 
you discover a universal longing for social unity. 
The desire for social unity, even though imperfectly 
understood or expressed, is the master-passion of our 
times. Powerful as are the movements of national 
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and racial enmities; of greed, lust and adventure, I 
believe that none of these passions are as deep-seated, 
as far-reaching and as unconquerable as this universal 
desire for social unity. It springs from the inmost 
needs of man‘s nature. Deprived of any or all forms 
of social unity man agonizes as does the fish gasping 
upon a waterless shore; and if the desire of unity can- 
not be satisfied legitimately, it will be slaked in count- 
less bizarre and socially destructive forms. Like all 
such master-passions, it offers the most fertile re- 
sources for the anti-social schemes of demoniac forces. 

The collapse of the Popular Front in France, with 
the vanishing of Soviet Russia’s foreign prestige, had 
the effect of exposing the illusory character of Com- 
munism as a means of social unity. This doctrine or 
ideology holds that race is the supreme irony of mo- 
rality ; it also declares some groups of men to be essen- 
tially inferior to others. The very fact that an at- 
tempt is made to transplant Racism to so uncongenial 
a soil as that of Italy, with her humane and humanistic 
traditions, shows how vigorous is this movement and 
how determined the assault. And I see Racism com- 
ing here, for the elements are all at hand. 


RACISM IN THE U. S. 


For over a century Racism has existed in the 
United States, not in the highly developed form that 
it has attained of late in Nazi Germany, but still 
possessing substantial elements in common. The very 
works, such as those of Gobineau and some of his kin 
with their apparatus of faked erudition made use of 
by Houston Stewart Chamberlain, Gogarten, F. S. 
Clauss, and other fathers of modern Nazi Racism in- 
spired the American racists, even in the good old ante- 
bellum days of the nineteenth century, in order to 
justify Racism as a supposed legitimation of commer- 
cialized and capitalistic slavery. As Racism is ex- 
ploited in Germany today as a means for political and 
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social unification, so American Racism, its pale but 
venomous elder cousin, has served for over a century 
as a means for powerful political solidification in those 
regions where it has taken hold; it has served as a 
means of social unification; it has formed its own 
myths and glories and romance, even though some of 
these are now gone with the wind; it has molded its 
own social institutions—and, like its modern Nazi 
counterpart—has erected impassible barriers between 
extensive regions and large groups of the human race, 
and has consistently come into conflict with the plain 
teachings of Christianity. Yet Racism, like the other 
destructive ideologies, cannot be understood and in- 
terpreted merely in terms of fear and dislike for its 
victims. In Europe, Racism is so closely associated 
with anti-Jewish propaganda, that one is inclined to 
ask whether the whole racist idea has any other aim 
or object than that of expressing spite against the 
Jews. Nevertheless, there is a core of positive, if 
perverted, purpose; and if that positive purpose, that 
will for social unity, is not understood and not satis- 
fied, it will continue to break out in one destructive 
form or another. 


WILL COMMUNISM AND NAZISM UNITE? 


As I see the situation we have no guarantee what- 
soever that Nazism and Communism may not join 
forces in a common assault upon religion and human 
freedom. While the whole world is exercised over the 
agonizing problem of affording refuge to the perse- 
cuted Jews of Germany, Soviet Russia, with her sup- 
posedly vast resources and her supposed absence of ra- 
cial and religious prejudice holds sullenly aloof. No 
word is said today about the welcome much advertised 
a few years ago to be given in Soviet lands to the op- 
pressed and landless of all nations. Already reports 
are current of agreement between the dictators as to 
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partitioning their spheres of political influence. Nor 
is there anything to prevent their concluding with 
one another such political deals as may suit the per- 
sonal ambitions of the one and the concern for self- 
preservation of the other. With their political differ- 
erences adjusted, it is but a step to unite their ideolo- 
gies in one common attack upon religion, upon our 
Western civilization, and upon the spiritual founda- 
tions of democracy. Karl Marx is perfectly capable 
of shaking hands with Gobineau, when political or 
economic opportunity bids him do so. 

I believe that the spread of Racism is a magnifi- 
cent preparation for just such a joint campaign. The 
outlook would be disheartening beyond words did we 
rot know from history that the triumphs of God’s 
Providence are usually preceded by the fullest revela- 
tion of evil; did we not know, too, that even nature 
herself when outraged has her swift revenge. As is 
said by an able thinker of today (Aurel Kolnai, The 
War Against the West): “Life gone mad, though it 
may afford a splendid pageant for a time, is bound to 
death.” 

What Racism will do to us, if it comes to America 
and gains the upper hand, needs no explanation. I 
need not now develop the many implications of “it can 
happen here.” My point is simply to draw attention, 
in the light of a recent experience, to what I believe 
must be faced if we do not wish it to happen here. 

European Racism brings to its American congener 
a new and glittering apparatus—in reality much of 
it is the same old machinery furbished up and nickeled 
over—to place at our disposal. But American anti- 
Negro Racism is not just a poor relation. It offers 
to its virulent European cousin an ideological, not 
just a pragmatic, foothold this side of the Atlantic, 
a certain dignity and tradition which can readily be 
exploited for the purpose of de-teutonizing a foreign 
doctrine, as the Germans succeeded in teutonizing 





















494 





RACISM AND SOCIAL UNITY 





ideas which originated in France, as the Communists 
with their new-found patriotic fervor attempt to do 
for the ideas of Karl Marx which came to Russia 
through Germany from France and England. 

As I see it, the fuel is here to be set on fire by 
brands from across the ocean. Add to the native type 
of Racism the various nativist United States move- 
ments against foreigners and Jews, and we possess 
material ready for a blaze that will grow to a roaring 
forest fire. If we do not wish to pour oi! upon that 
fire, let us not permit feelings to be aroused against 
that vast majority of our fellow citizens of German 
extraction who utterly repudiate Nazism and all its 
works. 


Must COMBAT RACE PREJUDICE 


If you ask me what to do, I reply, that in order to 
remove the fire menace we must remove its material, 
which means to combat native race prejudice in every 
way that lies to hand. It is inconceivable how publi- 
cists and politicians and organs of public opinion who 
are so deeply exercised over the brutalities and threats 
of European Racism should be completely indifferent 
to the continuance of such racist manifestations as 
lynching, with its attendant psychological horrors, in 
the midst of our nation—the sixth lynching of this 
year occurred on November 21 just past—; how they 
fail to see that this continuance is readily exploited 
by the Hitlers and Rosenbergs; how they can serenely 
look upon discriminatory social institutions as fore- 
ordained and immutable expressions of the popular 
will, yet quake with fear lest the very principles upon 
which those social institutions rest be applied to them- 
selves and to their fellow citizens. 

Long experience in the adventures of the battle 
have taught me that Racism cannot be combated in 
bits and parts. It forms a solid block, it derives its 
strength from that solidity. If we sincerely repudiate 
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it when it attacks our own beloved selves, we must 
consistently repudiate it when it attacks our fellow 
man. 

The immediate task is to remove the firewood of 
social injustice. But the long-distance task which 
appears to me is to reach the root of the whole matter, 
and build for social unity. For unless the right means 
for social unity is provided, I see the human race con- 
tinuing to turn to one ideology after another, as a sick 
man tosses feverishly upon his bed. 

Tossing to the left, sick humanity centralizes 
everything in the state, trying to achieve by govern- 
mental means that social unity which can only be built 
up by the voluntary effort and cooperation of citizens. 
In the quest for social unity, a burden is put upon the 
civil power which the civil power is utterly unable to 
handle; and the result is not the sought-for unity, but 
a bureaucracy of politicians. 

Tossing to the right the freed patient seeks relief 
in the racist myth. Social unity is to be forced by 
concentrating all power in the hands of an elite. But 
what use are all the remedies as long as the disease 
remains, the de-personalization by our materialist and 
mechanical civilization, of the millions of common 
men? 

If we wish to break down these devastating divi- 
sions and bring unity to human society we shall look 
to Faith, which teaches and promotes unity in men’s 
temporal lives as an indispensable condition for the 
working out here on earth of man’s eternal destiny, 
won for him through the Redemption. The Church 
teaches social unity, exemplifies it in its own life and 
constitution, and promotes social unity by every means 
in its power. Inside the Catholic churches of Europe, 
be they great cathedrals or be they humble country 
parish churches, all boundaries and divisions drop. 
away. There is one Divine Person housed, offered, 
immolated and consumed at a celestial banquet in 
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them all; before whom last May in Budapest Father 
Gillis and I saw all nations and races of the world 
kneeling in adoration. 


RESTORATION OF SOCIAL UNITY 


On what does the Christian Faith rely for the 
restoration of social unity? If we turn to the great 
Christian movements that are the hope of Europe to- 
day, particularly to the abundant and intensely vital 
movements of Catholic youth, we find that the answer 
is found in a single word: the spiritual recognition of 
the human person, its dignity and its destiny. 

Recognition through our reason, our ordinary 
means of human knowledge; for ordinary right reason 
teaches us that man is not a brute born for a brute’s 
life, but is a moral being endowed with an immortal 
soul. It teaches us the mystery of man’s individual 
existence. 

Recognition through our Faith, which reveals to 
us the sublime destiny of the individual as child of 
God and an heir of Heaven; as a companion and 
brother of the God-Man, the Divine Redeemer of the 
world and King of all ages. 

Recognition, finally, through our own lives and 
actions. Social unity is to be won not by abstract 
philosophy alone, nor yet by our Faith alone, but 
through the living of that philosophy and the living 
of that Faith in our daily dealings with ourselves and 
our fellow man. Such respect begins with respect for 
our own persons, for the soul which the Creator has 
given us to save, for the body which He has given us 
as an instrument of that soul, to be preserved entire 
and pure in this service. But it cannot stop there. 
If the teachings of reason and the teachings of our 
Faith mean anything to us, we shall exemplify those 
teachings in our daily lives, and in the surroundings 
and environment, in the occasions and opportunities 
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which God has given us and where these surroundings 
are unjust, undauntable, and anti-social, in the name 
of God we shall change them. 

This knowledge and this faith are the basis of the 
Catholic interracial movement, which has gained such 
impetus during the last four or five years. The move- 
ment consists precisely in the practical recognition of 
the human person. What our young people are do- 
ing here is but one sector in what a million or more 
young Catholics are doing the world over. The 
Catholic interracial movement differs from most popu- 
lar movements in that it does not seek to capitalize 
some human weakness, or natural human craving. It 
offers no bonuses or benefits. It lays the axe to the 
root of the greatest obstacle to social unity in America, 
our refusal to recognize the human person in those 
who belong to another racial group. It dwells par- 
ticularly upon this refusal in the instance of Negro- 
white relationships, because we believe that if this 
recognition of the human person is afforded in the re- 
lations between white and Negro groups in this coun- 
try, it will have stood the severest test which our 
American conditions and traditions impose, and this 
basie principle will therefore prevail in all other group 
relationships in this country. The Negro’s depriva- 
tion of personal rights, if I may use the words of 
Proudhon as applied to the working classes, may not 
always be marked by the greatest intensity, but it 
shows by far the greatest continuity. 

This principle affects every phase of our life. To- 
day when millions of our fellow beings not of our 
Christian Faith are denied all rights of human per- 
sonality and treated as mere pawns in some insane 
plans of world domination, our reason and our Faith 
alike bid us show in our dealings with them that full 
recognition of human personality that our sacred re- 
ligion has ever upheld. The greatest peace, the great- 
est security, the greatest hour for our Jewish fellow 
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creatures will come, in my opinion, then and only 
then, when Jew and Christian will look up to their 
highest religious principles and when we, as Chris- 
tians, practice integrally the Christian Faith. 

The judgments that we pass on individual instances 
are not the judgments of the Church. Hers is to pro- 
pound the principles, ours to apply them by our own 
lights to the temporal order in which we live, man- 
fully taking upon ourselves that burden of responsi- 
bility which falls to every Christian to assume if he 
lives up to the apostolic calling that his Baptism and 
Confirmation have given him. Whether as individuals 
we appeal to other individuals, or whether we appeal to 
groups, or whether our efforts for Christian justice 
and charity are directed to great organizations or per- 
sons in high public office, the principle remains the 
same; that each of us, according to his capacity, en- 
deavor to accomplish all that he can to show and to 
obtain the recognition of the dignity of the human 
person and of the essential unity of the human race 
in all his dealings with his fellow man. Where such 
recognition prevails, those factors in the conditions 
of human life which naturally make for social unity 
will also prevail, and will no longer be distorted to 
anti-social ends. 

Armies and navies may keep invaders from our 
doors. Exposures of plotters may put us on our guard. 
Protests may serve to solidify the opinions of the 
righteous. But none of these methods can keep 
Racism from our doors, once it clamors for entrance. 
Nor can we be saved from it by a purely individualis- 
tic, private piety. Leftist scorn: and attitudinizing 
will accomplish nothing, particularly when Left and 
Right unite as I believe they will unite, in their on- 
slaught upon the individual. Nor can we be saved 
from it by a purely private, individualistic piety. 
Nothing will prove effective against this terrible men- 
ace except action by each individual for a just and 
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charitable temporal order, based upon the spiritual 
principles of Christian Democracy. 

The future of democracy lies not in our buildings 
nor our resources nor our organized government, but 
in the heart of each man and woman who believes in 
God and an immortal soul. It is the aim of the Cath- 
olic Interracial Movement to push to the maximum 
the influence for liberty and democracy of all such 
men and women; it may well be its privilege to avert 
a grave menace from America. 


Christian Democracy Pledges 
Our Liberties 


JOHN LAFARGE, S.J. 


|. \queeneyees a profound impression has been made 
upon the nation by the pastoral letter on Novem- 
ber 24 of Dennis Cardinal Dougherty, the arch- 
bishops and bishops to the Catholics of the United 
States, announcing a plan for the study of Christian 
Democracy in the Catholic schools. The occasion for 
this letter was a message received from His Holiness, 
Pope Pius XI, congratulating the Catholic University 
of America on its golden jubilee year. In this mes- 
sage the Pope explicitly instructs the Catholic Uni- 
versity to “evolve a constructive program of social 
action, fitted in its details to local needs, which will 
command the admiration and acceptance of all right- 
thinking men.” The Holy Father likewise approves 
the Hierarchy’s traditional position of unswerving 
adherence to our free American institutions. 

The bishops, in their letter, propose a concrete 
fashion in which to carry out this injunction of the 
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Holy Father. “It is necessary,” they state, “that 
our people, from childhood to mature age, be ever 
better instructed in the true nature of Christian 
democracy. A precise definition must be given them 
both of democracy in the light of Catholic truth and 
tradition and of the rights and duties of citizens in a 
representative government such as our own. They 
must be held to the conviction that love of country is 
a virtue and that disloyalty is a sin.” In order to put 
this idea into execution, the bishops have charged the 
Catholic University of America to prepare at once for 
all educational levels a set of graded textbooks to that 
end. 

That so pewerful a blow is struck for the idea of 
Christian Democracy brings comfort to the present 
writer, who for some time past has sought to popu- 
larize this expression and to call attention to the 
wealth of ideas therein contained. The Interracial 
Review, a Catholic monthly devoted to particular as- 
pects of human relationship, in April of this year 
adopted the subtitle, A Journal of Christian De- 
mocracy. Long under somewhat of a cloud abroad, 
because of misunderstanding created by the Sillon 
movement in France as well as by more recent events, 
the expression Christian Democracy emerges again. 
When democratic, totalist systems are propagated 
either under the name of democracy or else in re- 
pudiation of democracy, it is opportune that we study 
what Christian Democracy is, and what it implies and 
enjoins. A few clear notions may save much per- 
plexity in discussing and applying this doctrine. 

As Pope Leo XIII points out in his famous Encycli- 
cal on Christian Democracy, Graves de Communi 
(January 18, 1901), the term democracy is ordinarily 
used of a representative or popular type of govern- 
ment. Christian Democracy, however, he uses not 
with regard to any one type of government, but as a 
name for Catholic social action; as he says: “benefi- 
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cent Christian action on behaif of the people.” Such 
action may exist under various types of government, 
under a monarchy, if it be just and Christian, as un- 
der a democracy proper. 

“To Christian Democracy,” says Leo, “there must 
be nothing more sacred than justice .. . it must assert 
that human society must have that form and char- 
acter which its Divine Author has imposed upon it.” 
(Italics mine.) Applied to society, therefore, Chris- 
tian Democracy will signify a society in which the 
Christian concept of the people (demos) will prevail, 
in other words, a society governed by Christian prin- 
ciples of justice and charity. 

If a society is to merit the name of Christian 
Democracy, how will such a society be characterized? 
Says Pope Pius XI in his Encyclical Divini Redemp- 
toris, in a well-ordered society “each individual mem- 
ber, that is to say, each individual man in the dignity 
of his human personality, is supplied with all that is 
necessary for the exercise of his functions.” We can, 
therefore, define Christian Democracy as a society in 
which the God-given dignity and destiny of every hu- 
man person is fully recognized, in laws, government, 
institutions and human conduct. 

Such a Christian Democracy, as we have seen, may 
exist, at least in theory, even with a non-representa- 
tive type of government. Saint Louis, King of France, 
as he rendered judgment under the oak of Vincennes, 
certainly ruled no governmentally democratic state; 
yet Saint Louis’ regime was in a social sense much 
more democratic than are some of our city wards with 
their skilfully engineered pressure on the individual 
citizen, or some of our rural satrapies governed by 
dynasties of the old stock who have lost every Ameri- 
can tradition except that of vote-getting and taxation. 
It does not exist, rather it is flagrantly violated, when 
individuals are subjected to laws which attack the 
sanctity of the home and family, which invade free- 
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dom of conscience, which create racial discrimina-. 
tions which impose unjust burdens for the benefit of 
irresponsible administrations. 

Christian Democracy, as a well-ordered “form and 
character” of temporal society, is indifferent—at least 
in theory—to this or that particular type of govern- 
mental mechanism; as the common expression goes, 
to the “form of government.” In this respect it re- 
sembles the Church, a supernatural society, which is 
indifferent to various types or forms of temporal gov- 
ernment, as long as they do not conflict with natural 
justice or infringe upon the liberties the Church en- 
joys by her Divine constitution. As Pope Leo pointed 
out to the Catholics of his time—alas, with much diffi- 
culty and infinite resistance—the Church can exist 
under a republic as under a monarchy; and so on. 
But Christian Democracy, while indifferent to the 
“form” or precise type or mechanism of government. 
is by no means indifferent to the spirit, to the “ethos” 
or moral aspect of government. The state or civil 
power may take on various forms in accordance with 
the traditions, temperament or history of its people; 
as for instance the British obey an unwritten consti- 
tution and we abide by a written document; or some 
Swiss cantons elect their officials in popular, outdoor 
referendum. Christian Democracy, however, as. a 
moral principle, demands that whatever be the type 
of government that the State may choose to assume, 
it shall in all instances respect the dignity and free- 
dom of the human person. 

Therefore, a tyrannical and over-centralized state 
would be no Christian Democracy. And a state which 
would fail to govern the people and would let every- 
thing slip into decay and disorder; a state that would 
let a foreign power or a foreign ideology slip into its 
realm and take control of the wheels of government, 
even though that state were administered by person- 
ally benign and altruistic individuals, would not be a 
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Christian Democracy, since it would be sanctioning 
things contrary to the status of the individual in a 
well-ordered society. 

Does that mean, however, that we who are devoted 
to Christian Democracy are concerned merely about 
social matters, and are blandly indifferent as to 
whether, here in the United States, we shall preserve 
our representative type of government? To take such 
a stand, while it might be academically tenable, would 
expose the whole idea of Christian Democracy to grave 
misunderstanding, and it would seem necessary to 
make our position on this matter extremely clear. 

No; even while limiting the idea of Christian De- 
mocracy, as such, to the field of society and not to the 
particular form which the state takes, we are far from 
indifferent as to the preservation of our representa- 
tive type of government. 

As Catholics, we have a positive duty of patriotism. 
As Leo XIII says: “supernatural love for the Church 
and natural love for country proceed from the same 
eternal principle: both have God for their author and 
their First Cause.” (Sapientiae Christianae.) And 
if we love our country, we shall naturally seek to pre- 
serve its institutions and traditions. But belief in 
Christian Democracy itself, as an ideal for all society, 
is also a motive for the preservation of political de- 
mocracy as the proper form of government for the 
United States. The reason for this is very simple. 

Experience teaches us that the liberty and ‘dignity 
of the human person are best preserved under that 
form of government which is most in accord with the 
history and traditions and temperament of a nation. 
Whatever be the troubles that other nationalities may 
have experienced with the democratic and parliamen- 
tary type of government, and some nations seem down- 
right unfitted for it, the English-speaking nations 
have uniformly found such a government the best 
adapted for the preservation of human liberties. In 
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other words, a political democracy for the State ap- 
pears, among the English-speaking nations, to be best 
suited to the ideals of a Christian Democracy for so- 
ciety in general. 

Furthermore, that concrete institution which is 
the American democracy, the spirit of which is ex- 
pressed in our Constitution and reflected in the con- 
stitutions of the several States of the Union, embodies 
certain profound ethical principles: principles which 
pay no mere lip service to the dignity and liberty of 
the human person, but which expressly safeguard and 
confirm the same, even though in practice they are 
frequently neglected. For that reason there is an in- 
timate, an essential link between the ideal of Christian 
Democracy, something applicable to the whole of 
Christendom, and that ethically sound political de- 
mocracy by which that part of Christendom which we 
call America is governed. 

As the Rev. Robert J. White, Dean of the School 
of Law at the Catholic University of America, re- 
cently observed: 


While the Church has not treated any of these particular 
legal protections ex professo, she has defended the basic reason 
for the guaranties—the dignity of the individual. And she 
has considered this principle in several of the most important 
institutions of life which fall in some measure under the 
competence and jurisdiction of either or both the Church and 
of civil society. 


While it is easy enough to define Christian De- 
mocracy in these general terms, the real trouble comes 
when we begin to apply the idea to concrete issues, 
and to study the philosophy that underlies it. Chris- 
tian Democracy as a practical problem, is a problem 
of such burning issues as the preservation of the mid- 
dle-class, the growth of proletarianism, the utilization 
of the soil, the social safeguards of the family, the 
question of race conflict and interracial justice, the 
maintenance of civil rights, most of which issues have 
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been and still are habitually treated in America and 
other Catholic periodicals. As a theoretical problem, 
it involves the question of society and the individual, 
of the state, of the human person, and ultimately of 
reality itself. A vast but most fruitful and necessary 
program confronts students of Chrstian Democracy. 


7 
The Menace of Racism 
JACQUES MARITAIN 
Reprinted from Interracial Review, May, 1937 


| i the field of anthropology the notion of race, under- 
stood in a biological sense, has a very weak scien- 
tific value. Eminent scientists have said that in the 
present state of humanity, the idea of race does not 
correspond with any anatomo-physiological reality. 
It does not correspond with any unity of “blood,” but 
only with typical “mentalities” which are due to his- 
torical and social conditions. Its meaning rests upon 
a burden of extremely complicated historical inherit- 
ances (of a scientific, ethical and sociological nature) 
which have been formed in the course of time, much 
more than upon hereditary characters which have 
been transmitted by blood. 

This does not imply that we have to deny the exist- 
ence of these hereditary characters, or deny the im- 
portance of such a science as genetics. But (1) asa 
consequence of intermixtures and secondary differ- 
ences which have occurred in the course of centuries, 
the scientific discernibility of these characters is prac- 
tically null as a criterion of “human races” (the cri- 
terion of these being, as I have just mentioned, of an 
ethical, historical, rather than of a biological order). 
(2) In any case, these characters only constitute a 
material element which is absolutely unfitted to serve, 
of itself, as a basis for any valid discrimination be- 
tween human beings, and so to destroy the specific 
unity of the human family. 
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Philosophically and religiously, racism thus appears 
as the worst kind of materialistic mockery of man- 
kind that has yet been seen to emerge in the series 
of collective aberrations. To claim, as the National 
Socialists did at Nuremberg in 1933, that “the dis- 
tance between the lowest forms that are still called 
human and our highest races is greater than that 
existing between the lowest type of human beings 
and the ape,” is not merely a philosophical absurdity: 
it is also an insult to the Christian religion which, af- 
firming the spirituality and immortality of the human 
soul, preaching brotherly love for men of every race 
as well as in every condition of life, teaching that 
Christ died for the salvation of all, declares in the 
same instance the natural unity of the human race, its 
essential distinction from other animal species, and 
the equal participation of all men in the title of chil- 
dren of the Heavenly Father. 

It is said sometimes that racism is a neo-paganism. 
This is an insult to the pagans who never fell into 
such gross materialism. The worship of a so-called 
predestined animal blood (in reality a carrier of 
original sin and of all the divisions which find their 
source in this sin) is most radically opposed to the 
Christian worship of the redeeming and life-giving 
Blood of the Incarnate Word, by which ail men who 
do not refuse Divine grace are elevated to the super- 
natural unity of God’s “race” and of the sons of God. 

From a social and cultural point of view racism 
to an unimaginable degree degrades and humiliates 
reason, thought, science and art, which are hence- 
forth made subservient to flesh and blood and are 
stripped of their natural “catholicity.” Among all the 
types of barbarism which threaten mankind today it 
inflicts on man the most intrinsically inhuman and 
hopeless barbarism, since it welds them to biological 
categories and fatalities from which no exercise what- 
soever of their liberty permits them any escape. 
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Racism Calumnies Condemned 
in Vatican Letter 


Text of a letter sent to all dependent institutions by the Sacred 

Congregation of Seminaries and Universities and signed by 

Monsignor Ernesto Ruffini, Secretary of the Sacred Congre- 

gation, May, 1938. Reprinted from the N. C. W. C. News 
Service. 


| Fy Christmas Eve (1937) the August Pontiff, now 
felicitously reigning, spoke with sorrow to the 
Cardinals and Prelates of the Roman Curia concern- 
ing the persecution with which, as all know, the 
Catholic Church in Germany is afflicted. That which 
most deeply grieves the soul of the Holy Father is the 
audacity of bringing forth, to excuse this great in- 
justice, calumnies and most baneful doctrines offered 
as science, falsely so-called, and scattering them far 
and wide to pervert minds and to eradicate true reli- 
gion. . 


DEFENSE OF TRUTH 


Since these things are so, this Sacred Congregation 
warns Universities and Catholic Faculties that they 
employ every care and effort to defend truth against 
these increasing errors. Therefore, teachers to the 
utmost of their powers, should arm themselves from 
biology, history, philosophy, apologetics, and the 
juridical moral disciplines to reject validly and 
learnedly the absurd dogmas which follow: 

1. The human races, by their innate and im- 
mutable character, so differ among themselves that 
the lowest of them differs more from the highest in 
the human stock than it does from the highest type 
of the brute creation. 

2. The vigor and blood purity of the race are to 
be preserved and cherished by every means possible; 
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whatever, therefore, leads to this end is in itself honest 
and licit. 

8. From the blood in which the character of the 
race is identified flow all the qualities of man—intel- 
lectual and moral—as from their most powerful 
source. 

4. The principal end of education is to cultivate 
the character of the race and to inflame the soul with 
a burning love of its own race as its highest good. 

5. Religion is subject to the law of the race and 
must be adapted to it. 


INSTINCT OF RACE 


6. The first source and highest rule of the entire 
juridical order is the instinct of race. 

7. Except the cosmos or the universe, nothing 
exists as a living being; all things, with man himself, 
are nothing other than various forms, through long 
ages appearing, of this universal living being. 

8. Individual men exist only for the “State” and 
on account of the “State”; whatever of rights may 
pertain to them are derived solely from the conces- 
sions of the State. 

Anyone may easily add other affirmations to these 
indefensible statements. 

The Holy Father, Prefect of this Sacred Congre- 
gation, is sure that Your Reverence will leave noth- 
ing untried that what is prescribed here by the Sacred 
Congregation may be carried to fullest effect. 
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